An application of Orem's theory to the nursing management of pertussis.
In recent years, there has been a dramatic resurgence of Bordetella pertussis infection in the United States. This infection is affecting all age groups. A case study of one family's experience with pertussis is examined. This paper presents a review of the epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical features, complications, diagnostic tests, vaccines, and treatment of pertussis. Dorothea Orem's Self-Care Deficit Theory of nursing is the theoretical concept used to characterize the school nurse's approach to the care of this family and school community in regard to pertussis and the vaccines.